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With Milions at Her Command, a Magnificent Town House and Country
Seat with Her Tact and Rare Personal Charm and with William
-, Whitneu's High Position Behind Her, ohe
‘Wil Lead the “Four Hundred.

—

Who shall be the quesn of New York soclsty—not the head of 2 narrow,
pitra-exclusive cllque, but the scknowledged ruler of the whole fashlonable so-
elety of the most wealthy and luxurlous metropolls in the world?

There {8 no such potentate just now, but there 1s a clalmant—to use the word
in its most dignified eense—in the deld, with great possibilitles of success. Bhe
is tho besutitul and fascinating Mrs. Willlam Colllng Whitney, the newly married
wifs of the man who comhblnes political, soclal and financlal abllity more equally
than any of his contemporaries,

That there ls o chance for & woman to become a soverelgn of soclety 1z not
to be doubtad. It Is only a question of abliity and good fortune, Several have
come near the supreme dignity, but bave just falled. They have been held back
as they were grasping the sceptre. Mrs. Paran Stevens was a dletator, but not
2 goverelgn, for Mrs. Astor had more dignity, If less power.

Spclety needs an autocrat. No one, frlend or eritie, will pretend that it ls
democratic. At the same time, 1t will not submit to a monarchy of the old-fash-
loned sort. It needs a Napoleonic rather than a Bourbon dynasty. Nelther
Knickerbooker ancestry nor great wenlth alone suffices to secure the leadership.

Mrs. Whitney is about to start her contest for the throne. She would have
done o already but for an ushoppy event In her husband's famlly. The open-
ing of the campaizn will not be long delayed, and meanwhile It I8 Interesting
to ealcuinto the Tesonrces and advaentsges which the falr and Intrepld leader will
enjoy.

In the first place, she will have the sdvantage of the lack of rivals helong-
lng to the richest fumllies In the country. If any member of the Astor or Vap-
derhilt famlilies were In the contest she would be a dangerous rival. Other
thinga being equal, enormous wealth would no doubt carry the day. But, ow-
ing to domestie misfortune and other ¢lrouwmstances, the Astors and Vanderbilta
are not In the running,

Mrs. Astor, who once beld n predomlnant positfon In soclety, has been foroed
tnto retirement by advancing years and the recent death of her daughter, Mrs.
Roosevelt. Her doughter-in-daw. Mrs. John Jacob Astor, hns recently lost a
child, and does not care much to be a leader of soclety.

Willlam Wuldor? Astor, the possessor of the bulk of the Astor mlillons, Is &
widower, and f he marrles again he will still bask In the sunshine of the Brit-
ish nristocracy. Amerien I8 too conrso and vulgar o place for him, and his
werlth |s not llEkely to be spent m an effort to leed New York soclety.

The Vanderbllts are removed from the contest for varlous reasons, The
desth of Mrs. Willinm H, Vanderblit would alone be sufficlent to send them Into
retlroment for this season, but this retirement l» Ukely to be permanent, A
faw venrs ago Mr. and Mrs. Cornellus Vanderbllt were seeking soclal distinotion
with much energy, but a serles of misfortunes has deprived them of the spirit
necessnry for this pursult. The death of his eldest son, the divorce of his
brother, the marrlage of his eldest surviving son against hls will, his own serl-
ous iness and the death of his mother have almost broken Corneling Vandar-
bilt.

The collapse of Mrs. Ollver H., P. Belmont's bold campnign for the leader-
ship 1s a matter of recent history. As Mrs., Alva Vanderbllit and the mother
of the prospectlye Duchess of Marlborough she held a powerful position. But
when In great haste she married the divorced Mr, O. H. P, Belmont and tried
to rule soclety she wous quite coldly dropped last Summer. She hed no longer =
duke In her house to attract people, and they siayed away,

Mrs, Ogden Mills, a descendant of the Livingstons, ls a leader of a mat—of
that very rigld aod haughty set, the Ons Hundred and Fifty. ‘She ls acknowl-
edged leader by the Twenty, the Inner cirele which controls the One Hundred
and Pifty. But she has neither the desire nor the abllity to rule soclety at
Iarge, which Includes the Four Hundred and all who clalm mequaintance with it.

Ho the mew Mrs. Wlllam ¢, Whitney becomes the most Impertant candldnte
for the vacant throne, In order to set forth clearly her chances of snccess in this
exciting struggle, her résources shall be considered under the following henda:

1. Her persounl qunlities.

2. Her husband’s personal qualities,

8. Thelr possesslons,

4. Thelr famlly connections. -

Until her recent marriage, which took place at Bar Harhor In September, Mrs.
Whitney was Mrs, Edith Randolph. She had origioally dawned on  so-
olety as one of "the handsome May girls.”  Her father was Dr, Willlam May, a

_well-known phrsicign and a notive of \Baltimore, whe came to New York at the

clote of the war. He enjoxse-bistorf® fame as the man who Identified the
body of Wilkes Booth, the nssnssin of President Lincoln.

Hls son gnd his dsughters were all aotive In soclety, Tha girls were brilliantly
handeome, One of them, Carrle; married Willlam Wright, and another sister,
Allce, became Mrs. J. Beavor Webb. Thelr mother was Miss Mills, snd they
are related to the Ogden Mills. Cig

f i

Haith May, the present Mrs. Whitney, was educated In Germany, There, nt
the nge of nilneéteen, she met Captnin Arthur Randolph, an officer In an Engilsh
hussar regiment, who fell deeply In love with her. He followed her to this coun-
try, where they were married. Ho resigned hls commission and they led a cos-
mopolitan life. Two children were boin to them, the older of whom Is now six-
teen. ! Captaln Randolph died In Canada of heart diseass nine years ago.

During her widowhood Mrs. Handolph«llved at No, 127 Hast Fortleth street
In a charming litle apartment, wllch was a centre of attractlon to many of the
most prominent people in soclety, Including the Whitneys, Belmonts and others
of that stamp. The late Mrs. Whitney and Mrs. Randolph were great friends,

The present Mrs. Whitney (¢ strikingly hundsome., She bas dark-brown halr
and a deep, rich coloring. Her figure is matronly, but griaceful, and her reg-
ular festures have n strong expresslon of vivaclty, good nature snd cournge.
Her personal appearance Is’ thoroughly In keeping with her well-known
strength of character, which will undoubtedly ecarry her far In her present
soclnl race,

Although she has always been In the most fashlonnble soclety,  Mris.
Whitney has never been snobbish nor fearful of making frisnds outside the

-

gnered clreles. Bhe hns been 8 good friend to many young and clever peo-
ple of humble orlgin, She has long been an energetic and useful menmber of
St, Geares's Chuorch, Btuyvesant square, of which the Rev. W. 8. Ralnsford 1s
rector, auid whicn doss much work am ong the East Side poor. Mrs Randolph
condueted ‘a sewing oluss ut this chureh and did much to help young girls

Of the life of Willlam Colling Whitney, her distingulshed husband, It Is
leas necessary to go into detalls, for those who know nothing abent society
know something abont: bim. Mr. Whitney wnas born In 1341, and iz of New
Bngland ancestry. He' is a gradunte of Yaule College and the Harvard Law
Bchool.

He began his ‘career ns a lawyer In New York and went into politics as a
Democrat, He wis a member of the County Democrncy, and helped to organ-
{ze the Irving Hall movement, and galned the friendship of Samuel J. Tilden.
In 1875 he was nppolntéd Corporation Counsel, and discharged his duties so
well that he saved the elty three or four milllon doilars.

In 1895 he beenme Secretury of the Nuavy in  Cleveland's’ Administration.
During hils tennuge of that office ha Iald the foundatlons of the present nuvy, of
which thig country 48 justly proud. When le took office thers was uo ndvy, and
when he left there was a respectable one. It Is thls achlevement which s his
highest elnfm to the regard of the American people. Siice then he s figured
a8 a Presidentinl possibility, and has taken an liportant part in the counsels of
lils party.

Harly In life he marrvled Miss Flora Payne, daughter of Henry R. Payhe, and
gigter of Oliver H. ‘Payne, one of the powers of the Stondard ©Oil Compuny.
They had severnl chlldren who are spoken of hereafter.

It 18 understood to be Mr, Whiltney’s ambition to Lecome the richest man in
America. His present fortune |s esilmated at '$10,000,000. His relatlons with
the Paynes and Vanderbllts give bim all the gdvantages that o man could de-
slre In thls way, and he relles on hiy own abiity to do the rest. He ls the
head (o this city of the Metropolitan Teaction. Company, which owns the
Brondway rafiroad, and s seeking to control all the street rallroads in America.
His business activity s censeloss and endless.

But nelther wealth nor polltieal distinetion is sufficlent for Mr. Whitney.
He nmiade up his mind to be In society In the most compleie sense of the word,
and he has uchieved his ambltion. He has friends In the most fashion-
able soclely, among the practieal politiclans and samong the horny-handed sons
of toll. Nothing buman 15 forelgn to him. He s one of the few tion In this
er_mntr: who could gnln such unlversal popularity, It s consldered a remuark-
able proof of hix personal powers that he could be successful in politles whlle
ba was so closely connected with the Btanderd Ol Company. 3

As an ilnstration of hls boldness, It may be “mentioned that he Invited
Richard Croker to his house to meet fashlonable persons who had expressed
the vtmost contempt for that emlnently practieal politician,

Chief among the possessions of Mr., and Mrs. Willlnm C. Whitney, affer the
cash, Is the bouse at Fifty-seventh street and I'i{th avenpe—a splendid man-.
glon, which must fulfil the desire of any woman's heart as o place of enter-
tginment. It lg In the best part of New York, nnd of ihe few houses In the
city that exceed It In gize the majority affend against good taste. The wlite
and gold ball room is perliups the finest in town.

"The Whitneys will eventually be In  possession of a magnificent country es-
tate among the Wheutley Hills on Long Island. With the energy and iandivid-
uality that characterige him, Mr. Whitney Is huving this immense place lald
out according to hls own idens.

The esinte includes between 700 nnd 800 aeves of land, #nd Is one of the
largest In the nelghborhood of New York, Olmstead, Elllott and Olmstesd, the
lundscape gardeners, bave been at work o U dor some time. About 250 acres
dre alrendy covered with fine trees, and much of the rest s of great natural
beauty. ;

A.t:m those who are hound by family tles to support Mrs. Whitney are the

Vanderbllts, for her husband's eldest son, Harry Payne Whitney, is married
to the dauphter of Cornelins Vanderbllt. Mr. Whitney's daughter, Paullue, mar-
yied  Mr., Alwerte Hugh Paget, son of Lord Alfred Paget. His family, ut the
head of which 1s the Marquls of .
Anglesey, s one of {he proudest
and most anclent In the British
aristocraocy. - As Mra. Harry Payne
Whitney Is the first cousin of the
Dueliess of Marlborough, the con-
pection of the Whitneys with the
pestage 18 such as to command the
regpectful admiratlon of high
Ameorlean soclety. In sny case
these alllances give an orntmental
finlsh to g structure which ls bullt
on very substantinl foundations,

Mrs. Whitney s a cousin of dMrs.
Willlam Jay and of Mrs. Hermunn
Oelrichs. Her brother, Fred May,
once a 'leader of the llveliest men
-about town, was the Herp of a duel
many years ago. He left tl/s
country for Bouth America after
he hnd nearly killed a very blg
New York peltceman. He showed
his pluck in & better way when he
helped the sallors of the Baltimore
during the murderous attack made
on them in Valparalso. Recently
he returned to these ghores and
was present at bls slster's wed-
ding. He ls_agaln one of the fa-
millar figures abour town, but Is
not 80 gay ns formerly.
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MRS. WILLIAM C WHITNEY, THE NEW QUEEN OF NEW YORK SOCIETY,
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